Over twenty species of Pneumospiruridae have been described, most of them from mammals : Carnivora, Insectívora and Primates (3, 6) . Only one species, Metathelazia acomysi has been found in rodents (2) . A second species from rodents is described here parasitizing the lung parenchyma of a gerbil and a jird.
Material and methods
The methods of trapping and dissecting of rodents was described previously (4) . The nematodes were dissected out, fixed in warm AFA (alcohol, formalin, acetic acid) and stored in this solution. Lactophenol was used for clearing. Drawings were made with a camera lucida.
The description is based on 7 males and 10 females from Gerbillus dasyurus (cotypes) and 2 males and 3 females from Meriones crassus. All measurements are in microns unless otherwise stated. 
Pneumospirura rodentium

Discussion
Only two other species of Pneumospiruridae have cephalic structures resembling those of P. rodentium : P. hainanensis Wu and Hu, 1938 (5) , and Metathelazia servalis Chabaud and Biocca, 1950 (1) . The three species are similar in size, and in most ana tomical characters. M. servalis differs from P. rodentium and P. hainanensis in the structure of the intestinal tract in which a buccal capsule is present and the intestinal wall forms rugosities.
The three species can be differentiated by the size of the spicules : 236-246 in P. hainanensis, 375 in M. servalis and 180 (172-198) in P. rodentium, as well as by their localization, hosts and geographical distribution. P. hainanensis was found in the lungs of Lutra lutra chinensis in Hainan, China. M. servalis was found in the bronchi of Felis servalis caught in Somalia and P. rodentium in the lungs of G. dasyurus in the region of St. Catherine Monastery (Southern Sinai) and in M. crassus from Ein Yahav (Negev, Southern Israel) and Vadi Achdar (Southern Sinai).
